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Dans les dernieres annees de sa vie, feu le Professeur Ed. Morren, feconda le Vriesea psittacina var. Morreniana Ed. Morr. par le pollen du Vriesea Barilleti Ed. Morr. espece-type qu’il avait introduite de la republique de l’Equateur.

Les graines qui resulterent de cette hybridation, furent semees et soignees par M. J. Marechal, jardinier en chef de l’Institut botanique de l’Universite de Liege.

Des l’hiver 1888-89, un certain nombre de ces semis fleurirent: c’etaient, pour le plus grand nombre, des plantes tres belles qui recurent le nom de Vriesea leodiense.

Cet hiver, le restant des semis donna des fleurs. Parmi ceux-ci, fleurit une plante bien distincte constituant la nouveaute hors ligne qui fut dediee a Monsieur Gravis, Directeur de l’Institut botanique de Liege et qui obtint un certificat de merite au dernier meeting horticole de Gand. La plante, dont M. De Pannemaeker a donne une si bonne reproduction, joint a un port elegant une hampe florale bien proportionnee, ou les couleurs rouge et jaune se marient de la facon la plus heureuse.

La hampe est droite, robuste, terminee par un epi distique, dresse de fleurs qui sont particulierement rapprochees comme dans tous les hybrides provenant du Vriesea psittacina var. Morreniana ¹. Ses feuilles, tres luisantes et d’une charmante nuance, sont disposees comme celles du Vriesea Barilleti en une elegante corbeille d’ou sort l’inflorescence. Les bractees placees en forme de carene, sont d’une vivacite de coloris qui rappelle celle du V. psittacina. Les fleurs sont jeune vif et portees sur un rachis cramoisi intense.

Cet hybride sera d’une grande ressource pour la decoration des serres temperees et de plus un ornement pour les appartements ou il se plaira a merveille. Ajoutons que la floraison se prolonge pendant plusieurs mois; c’est donc en tous points une nouveaute d’avenir.

¹Les botanistes savent que le rapprochement des bractees est un caractere propre au V. psittacina var. Morreniana, caractere qui provient de l’hybridation effectuee a l’aide du Vriesea brachystachis

Translated by Butcher

In the last years of his life, the late Professor Éd. Morren, crossed Vriesea psittacina var. Morreniana Ed. Morr. with the pollen of Vriesea Barilleti Ed. Morr. a type species that had been introduced from  the republic Ecuador. 

The seeds that resulted from this hybridization, were sowed and grown by M. J. Marechal, gardener in chief at the botanical institute of the Liege university. 

In the winter 1888-89, a certain number of these seedlings flowered: these were, for the most part,  very beautiful plants that received the name of Vriesea leodiense. 

This winter, the remaining of the seedlings flowered. Among these, decorated with flowers was a very distinct plant constituting a novelty that was dedicated to Mr. Gravis, Director of the botanical institute of Liege and that got a certificate of merit at the last horticultural meeting at Gand. The plant,  which Mr. Pannemaeker has given us so good a reproduction, has an elegant shape with flowers well proportioned, where the colours red and yellow complement in the most pleasant way. 

The scape is erect, robust, ending with a distichous spike, covered with flowers that are especially brought closer together as in all hybrids coming from Vriesea psittacina var. Morreniana ¹. Its leaves, very shiny and with a charming nuance, are arranged like those of Vriesea Barilleti in an elegant basket from where the  inflorescence emerges. The bracts are in the shape of hull, are of a vivacity of colour that recalls that of V. psittacina. The flowers are a lively yellow and are arranged on an intense crimson rachis. 

This hybrid will be a big resource for the temperate greenhouse decoration as well as an ornament for apartments where all will enjoy this marvel. Let us add that flowering continues for several months; it is therefore in all ways a novelty of the future. 

¹Botanists know that the closeness of the bracts is a clear cut character of V. psittacina var. Morreniana,  a character that comes from the effective hybridation that has the help of Vriesea brachystachis 

